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Feb. 16: Colombian agricultural workers and smallholders launch a wave of protests calling for
agrarian reform, and public services, in several regions, including the northern coast, eastern plains,
central coffee producing region and the central Magdalena River basin. The protests included
strikes, marches, and the occupation of agricultural lands and entire towns. In addition to the
redistribution of agricultural land, the protestors are demanding the expansion of basic public
services in their home localities, including telephone, health and education services.
Feb. 18: Demonstrations by agriculturists continue. Residents of Colombia's northern savannah
region marched to Barranca de Loba municipality, and announced intentions to continue on to the
Caribbean coastal city of Cartagena. Spokespersons for the protestors said they would not leave
Cartagena until government officials respond to their demands. More than 10,000 smallholders
from the Arauca locale (eastern Colombia, near the Venezuelan border) are gathered in the central
park of Saravena awaiting reponses from the national and department governments. In the city of
Monteria, 520 km. northwest of Bogota, thousands of farm laborers and smallholders, residents of
Cordoba department, negotiated with local government officials.
Spokespersons announced the group would not leave the city until its demands were met.
Presidential representative Carlos Ossa claimed President Virgilio Barcos' administration was
prepared to act in the interest of agricultural sector recovery, but not under pressure. Farm workers
unions and smallholder organizations announced agrarian reform would occur, with or without
government cooperation.
Feb. 19: Agricultural unions representing workers from more than 140 companies in the northwest
department of Antioquia began a 48-hour work stoppage in support of workers' demands for
agrarian reform, and in protest of abuse perpetrated by the military including the assassination
of three union members. Most of these workers are employed on banana plantations in the
Uraba region. They are demanding government action toward demilitarizing the region, and the
improvement of working and living conditions. Spokespersons for the SINTRAGRO farm labor
union report that their office in Turbo, located on the coast of the Uraba gulf, was seriously damaged
in a dynamite explosion during the early morning hours.
The Barcos administration issues statements indicating officials would not discuss solutions to the
farm workers' problems under "any type of pressure." Feb. 20: Negotiations between government
representatives and peasant leaders begin. Presidential adviser Carlos Ossa, who traveled on the
previous day to the town of Barrancos de Loba where thousands of farm workers had assembled,
agreed to act as mediator between the peasant groups and President Virgilio Barcos.
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Peasant leaders told Ossa they would give the government a "reasonable time" in which to respond
to their demands. If they do not see evidence of good will in the next few days, the assembled
workers would continue their march to the cities of Cartagena and Santa Marta.
Workers in the Uraba banana production region ended their 48-hour strike. Over 10,000 peasants
assembled in the town of Saravena (eastern Colombian plains area), and declared they would not
return to work until official representatives traveled to the area to hear their demands. Thousands
more from the central Magdalena River Basin area assembled in the Caribbean port city of
Barranquilla. Spokespersons announced they would not return to their farms until the government
brings military operations in the area to a halt.
Feb. 25: Government representatives meet with peasant leaders in the capital city of Arauca
department to discuss demands for construction of public services, government credit and technical
assistance programs, and indemnification for damage to agricultural land and groundwater caused
by the Occidental Petroleum Company. According to peasant leaders, the talks are proceeding
satisfactorily, and an early settlement is expected. An estimated 7,000 farmworkers and smallholders
continue protest marches in the northern savannah region and in the southern region of Bolivar
department. (Basic data from several reports by PRENSA LATINA)
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